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Be On The Lookout For Unusual Collectibles

By Larry Benson
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philatelic cover or item that’s unusual or unique. S Ames Inf.Bex 9 3 82N _—
Maybe only as far as your own mailbox. Perhaps a fel- - 1983

low collector will give you a cover which is out of the
ordinary, or you may find something at a dealer’s booth
during a stamp show. Even today when we separate
paper for recycling, it is possible to find an item worth
saving in a wastepaper basket in your office or home
before it’s emptied.
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In any event, what’s important is to have your eyes
open wide at all times and to “see” what you are look-
ing at. Seeing involves taking time to study a cover
while looking for the unusual by carefully and thor- Figure 1 (above) Figure 2 (below)
oughly scrutinizing it’s size, color, address, corner
card/return address, and any cachets. While the forego-
ing are fairly obvious, be alert also for anything unu-
sual within the postmark(s). Look to see if the correct
amount of postage is affixed. Indications of registra-
tion, certification, customs endorsements, censorship
markings, etc., also can be considered out of the ordi-
nary.

And, don’t forget to look - again “see” - what’s on the
back of the cover because sometimes the back is even
more interesting or revealing about the handling and
journey the cover made from its origin to final destina-
tion. Many times | have found postage affixed to the
backs of covers, particularly those from foreign coun-
tries.
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illustration will be discussed. TALLAHASSEE FL 32204
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Unusual - From Page 1

In Figure 1 on the previous page, we see a genuine
“stampless cover” without postage affixed but which
was canceled in Tallahassee in 1953. Stampless covers
should not be confused with “pre-stamp” covers which
were usually folded letters dispatched before the United
States issued the first adhesive postage stamps in 1847.
Handstamped postal markings which predated adhe-
sives were introduced in New York in 1756.

Figure 2 on the same page, shows a very clever cover
used to mail material advertising computer software.
As can be seen, the cover is a replica of a real diskette
and the original measures just a little over five inches
square. Who could resist opening this cover to find out
what was inside?

On this cropped cover from Peru, the sender cut a meter
strip showing 600.0 new sol in postage out of a brown cover and
used it to send an airmail letter 1o the U.S.A.

The stamp on the cover above is a misperfed coil . Notice the
narrow left perfs and wider margin on the righi.

Two stamps were torn in half but not af the perforations and
the wo halves were used 1o make them appear as one stamp.
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Above is the top part of a waterproof cover which contained a let-
ter attached to a cloth bag used to mail bolts and nuts from a
French company to the U.S.A. The U.S. Customs stamp also
adds 10 this unique cover. (Courtesy Waller levy)

The 1 cent Dorothea Dix stamp is mounted on top of the 29 cent
Flag Over the Capitol issue although rate in 1992 was still 29
cents. The top of the Flag stamp is removed, perhaps 1o hide

prior usage with the [ cent covering up the “skullduggery.”

Page 2 The Postscript April - June 1998



Welcome New Member

TS&CC welcomes new member
Winchester “Bud” Keys who lives
in Ft. White, FL. Bud collects cov-
ers picturing Indians, trains and
sports. He also collects FDCs and
special event covers.

Congratulations, Gwynn!

Congratulations to the former
Gwynn Peacock who married Brian
Kidd on March 14. Her address is
changed to 18179 Blue Star High-
way in Quincy, FL, 32351-9477.
Her new phone numbers are: home
(850) 627-7776; work (850) 576-
9990.

TS&CC Has WWW Site

Tallahassee Stamp & Cover Club
(TS&CC) now has a world wide
web site on the Internet. Arrange-
ments for acquiring the site were

American Philatelic Society (APS)
at no cost to our Club and functions
on the Delphi Internet server.

You don’t have to have connections
to APS or to Delphi to sign on to
our page. The URL for our address
is as follows without spaces bet-
ween the letters or a period at the
end:http//www.Delphi.com/stamps/
apstallahassee.html  So, look us

up!
Dues Should Be Paid!

If there is a Red Dot on your mail-
ing label, Club records show your
dues haven’t been paid. If you have
any questions, contact Treasurer
Lyn McCauley. Members who
haven’t paid dues by June 1 will not
receive future issues of The Post-
script until their dues have been
paid.

In The POSTROAD Ahead

Jul. 14 Youth Night. Bring
Stamps to Give to Kids!

Aug. 11 A Program Needed!
Why Not Volunteer?

Sept. 8 How About Signing
Up To Give A Talk!

Meetings 7:30 p.m. in Senior Center
Corner N. Monroe and 7th Avenue.

TS&CC Club Officers

President Ed Walters 385-8379
Vice President Jules Gall 912-243-0650
Secretary Gwynn Peacock 627-7776
Treasurer Lyn McCauley 386-3624
Editor Larry Benson 877-7001

The Postscript is a quarterly publication
of the Tallahassee Stamp & Cover Club
P.O. Box 653, Tallahassee, FL 32302
Copy is due first day of the month
preceding publication. J

“'made through the courtesy of the

For Me, An Unusual But

By Larry Benson

In keeping with the article about
looking for the unusual, | acquired
the above cover several years ago
from a dealer for a couple of dol-
lars. Although an old cover dated
1855, it was cheap because it is
only a “front.”

But how could I pass up such a
cover when it transited through
“Benson Landing” on September
22, 1855, before reaching the
addressee L. C. Kellog in Rutland,
VT, on September 24 th that year?

Collectible Item

Benson Landing was active from
1849 to 1934 then became a “Dead
Post Office” (DPO.) Benson Land-
ing is located at the extreme south-
eastern shore of Lake Champlain
which forms the western border bet-
ween Vermont and New York. On
todays maps, Rutland, VT, appears
to be about 29 miles east of the
landing, certainly reachable in a day
by horse or buggy even in 1855.

Attempts to contact people in Ben-
son Landing and Rutland to find out
more about the place, unfortunately
have been fruitless.
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TS&CC Has Had A Busy Quarter...

By Ed Walters, President

Our Club has had a busy quarter in
that we participated in two activities:
“Springtime Tallahassee” and the
20th Anniversary Celebration at the
Senior Citizen Center. The Club
appreciates so much the members
who participated in these events.
Both activities were successful and
we answered a lot of questions con-
cerning our Club and its benefits as
well as about stamp collecting

Preparing Portable Display

Recently, we recognized our need
for a display that can be easily trans-
ported and assembled and readily
viewed by the public whenever we
set up exhibits. Ken Miller has
been approved by the Club to
design and build a display and it
should really help us to be rec-
ognized at stamp related events.

The Joy of Stamp Collecting

To me, the joy of stamp collecting
comes from all the activities
involved. Collecting is not much
fun unless you are actively building,
showing, trading, selling and talk-
ing about your collection.

Stamps should be “doing someth-
ing” not just hidden in albums or
filed in boxes in our closets. The
fun begins when you go beyond the
mere accumulation of stamps.

“Youth Night” in July

We have decided the July meeting
will be “Youth Night” so come pre-
pared to talk to young people about
stamp collecting. Also, bring stamp
related gifts the youngsters will
enjoy.

Let’s get the word out to youth
groups in our area and encourage
them to join us at our July meeting.

Program Ideas Needed

We need program ideas for our
August meeting and for those in the
future. If you have an idea about
some facet of stamp collecting you
can talk about or a philatelic subject
you would like to know more
about, please let me know. My
phone number is 385-8379.

If you can’t reach me, call any of
the other officers whose names
appear in this issue at the top of
page 3.

See you at our next meeting!

How about writing an
article for The Postscript!

The Postscript

1832 Jean Avenue
Tallahassee, FLL 32308-5227

FIRST CLASS
MAIL

Ken Miiler
1819 Raa Ave.

Tallahassee, FL 32303
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