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Tokelau presents an interesting collecting opportunity. Since 1948, To-
kelau has issued approximately 425 stamps and miniature sheets which 
is a very conservative philatelic record. The stamps depict the islands, 
people, wildlife and economic activities of life on these remote Pacific 
islands – ideal for new collectors seeking to start a new “one country” 
collection. 

Tokelau comprises three tropical coral atolls – Atafu, Nukunonu and Fa-
kaofo—five square miles in total.  It is an area lying midway between 
Hawaii and New Zealand, 300 miles north of (or a day’s sailing from) 
Apia, Samoa. Formerly known as the Union Islands, Tokelau was ad-
ministered as part of the Pacific Ocean colony of the Gilbert and Ellice 
Islands.  In 1925 administration was transferred to New Zealand. The 
first Tokelau Islands stamp set (Scott 1-3) was issued on June 22, 1948 
and depicts scenes from each of the atolls:  

 The Tokelau Islands were incorporated into New Zealand on January 1, 
1949, and their name shortened to Tokelau in December 1976. 

  

Jan. 14,    Gerry York, Botswana Philately  

Feb. 11,    Jerry Davis, Easter Island 

March 11, George Harmon, Making Specialty pages 

April 8,      Gerry York, Ex-USSR—the “Stans” 

May 13,     Club Auction,  

June 10,    Mike Francis, ?????????? 

July 8,    Gerry York, United Arab Emirates 

Aug. 12,  Show Your Collection 

Sept. 9,   Mike Francis, ?????????? 

Oct. 14,   Single Page Exhibit 

Nov. 11,  Gerry York, Antarctic Philately 

Dec. 10,  Annual Christmas Party 

NOTICE: 

 The APS has notified the club that 
we have meet the membership 
requirements for free dues for 2014. 

 The TS&CC has nominated and 
elected the existing club officers for 
another one year term. 

 Club member Sam Hendrix has a 
website where he is selling stamps.  
The site is www.stampstach.com 
and his ebay dealer name is 
stampstach*com. I have seen some 
good deals on the site and Sam is 
going to start selling more supplies 
also.  You can contact Sam at 
Comcast: sam.h@comcast.net 

 The editor could use more articles 
for the Postscript.  Thanks to those 
of you who have been contributing 
over the past year.   Mail or email 
your articles, even rough drafts, 
and they can be placed  in a pub-
lishable format. 

 The Postscript is now being sent 
out by email except for four mem-
bers.  This has saved the club over 
a hundred dollars a year and saved 
the editor many, many hours.  

 Dr. Hemanth Vasanthaiah’s one 
frame stamp exhibit, “Early Indian 
Cancellations” was awarded the 
Silver-Bronze award at FLOREX 
2013.  The exhibit also secured the 
Indian Study Circle Award.  Well 
done Hemanth! 

 Since the club meeting in Novem-
ber, 2014, falls on the 11th, Veter-
ans Day, the Senior Center will be 
closed.  The club officers will 
attempt to move the meeting to 
another night at the Senior Center 
or a different location for Novem-
ber. 
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 Many Tokelau stamps feature the flora and fauna of the island – coral (37-40), fish (45-48, 
208-212, 353-362a and 406-409), birds (57-60, 190-194, 204-207, 278-281, 331-334, and 
349-352), trees (114-119), agricultural livestock (132-137), flowers (138-143 and 260-263), 
butterflies and moths (213-216), sea turtles (217-221), dolphins (228-231), sea shells (232-
236), sea snakes (386-389), whales (238-242), beetles (255-259), crabs (273-277), lizards 
(288-291), seahorses (293-297) and sharks (308-311). 

  

 

 

Tokelau has participated in many Royal omnibus issues beginning with a 1953 single stamp 
honoring the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth (Scott 4) and most recently, a May 2013 set 
and souvenir sheet (Scott 413-414) honoring the 60th Anniversary of the Queen’s Corona-
tion.    

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

From 1995 through 2011 (represented by a prominent New Zealand stamp dealer), Tokelau 
issued regular Chinese New Year souvenir sheets (Scott 203, 222, 237, 252, 264, 282, 292, 
307, 319, 325, 335, 341, 348, 363, 374, 379, and 385), frequently overprinting them for sale 
at stamp shows around the world. While many of these issues feature unremarkable graphic 
designs, the 1995 sheet honoring the Year of The Pig (Scott 203) features the “fishing pigs” 

Tokelau Philately  (cont’d) by Gerry York 
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of Tokelau, pigs that forage in the surf for food. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since late 2011, Tokelau’s philatelic program has been managed by the New Zealand Post Of-
fice:  Collectibles Centre, New Zealand Post, Private Bag 3001, Whanganui 4540, New Zea-
land. A handsome set of definitive stamps (Scott 395-403) was issued on April 11, 2012:    
 http://stamps.nzpost.co.nz/shop/international-stamps/tokelau 

Every few years, I mail packages of stamped letters to the Police 
Chiefs (who also serve as Postmasters) in Atafu, Fakaofo and 
Nukunonu to obtained covers cancelled in Tokelau itself. On June 10, 
2008, I received the cancelled letters from a package I mailed to 
Nukunonu on February 7, 2007! Usually it takes 3 or more months to 
get my letters back from Tokelau. I never received an explanation for 
the delay of over a year in handling the covers, but was glad to get the 
covers back that is shown below! 

Tokealu Philately    (cont’d) by Gerry York 

http://stamps.nzpost.co.nz/shop/international-stamps/tokelau�
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The next several pages comprise a fascinating piece about Easter Island penned by club 
member Jerry Davis and titled “The Navel of the World.” 

Easter Island Philately by Gerry Davis 
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Easter Island Philately (cont’d) by Gerry Davis 
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Easter Island Philately (cont’d) by Gerry Davis 



 

 

President’s Message from Mike Francis 

This year’s Christmas Party was fun and 
enjoyed by all.  Thank you for all of you that 
came to the party and, especially, to those 
of you who brought extra “goodies.” 

We have a busy year coming up in 2014.  
Gerry York has informed me that we now 
have 7 or 8 dealers signed up for TALPEX 
2014 on March 22-23.  We will have show 
notices in Linn’s and the American Philatel-
ic Magazine.  Save your money (something 
hard to do this time of year) because the 
dealers have been bringing well-rounded 
stamp inventories. 

I would like to thank all of you who gave 
presentations at the club meetings.  Also, 
thanks to those of you who provided me 
articles for the Postscript.  It is a big help so 

please keep up the effort.  The Postscript 
is not hard to publish when members pro-
vide me some material.  Thank You! 

Some of you have requested that I try to 
get my grandson, the famous and infa-
mous ( not sure which on any given day) 
14 year old guitar master, to come to a 
meeting and play one or two guitar solos.  
Well, I asked him if he would give us a 
short presentation and he said he would be 
glad to play a few “blues” songs.  Some-
time within the next three months we might 
see Hub Cub at the club meeting. 

All of you have a Merry Christmas, a Hap-
py New Year, and be safe.  See you in 
January.  Mike 

 

The Postscript 
Tallahassee Stamp & Cover Club 

1904 Nanticoke Cir 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 

Easter Island Philately (cont’d) by Gerry Davis 
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